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! Welcome tolll TempdThe Times), the News- documentation, a few words on a historical |

| letter of the Barony of Ponte Alto, one of the person/event, photos, a book review, someq

| northern baronies in the Kingdom of Atlantia. thing to share with a newcomerperhaps a

I 1l Tempastrives to be an informative read that SOt autobiography of your persona or h°W|

| you look forward to. To this end, we are al- YOU ¢ame to figure out your persona.

| ways appreciative of any contributions to it,  The list can go on for agesonly limited by the
perhaps an article of a project you are workingspeed at which our hands can write out wha!

: on or are interested in, how to make/play a  our minds can think of. |

|

|

|

period game, your experience atan event,  come share with us adventures in the great

how/what to prepare for a day trip, a recipe/  garony of Ponte Alto, in the grand Kingdom bf
piece of garb that you've made, documentationyjantia, in this- the current Middle Ages! |
on an item you've competeda how to on ]
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Arts & Sciences in the Spotlight
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I s dancing a part of your medi e\
't should be!

A repertoire of dancing fun, includ
Carrolingian Pavanne
Black Alman

Horse's Bransle
Pease Bransle
Quen Quer Que

Th®an®eactices are in full Swing at the Unitar
Sund®&y$ o edxcpenpt 4t h sundays (when there is the
ingP)ease comWe jlpawne uséen working on easy to m
ment as we have mdVeyhaew teeocefo®rtunate to hav
barony, the neighboring ones, and some from th
we have averaged over 10 dancers each practice

For more information, cont act Randal | Clark vi
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A Merry Yule There Was

Report by Annika Siltanen
With photos by R6nan mac imair

On December 9, 2017, the Barony of Ponte Alto held a little event called Yule on
the Bridge. The autocrat, Lord Hannus, appealed to the weather gods for seasonal-
ly -appropriate, festive weather, and Mother Nature delivered. As revelers gath-
ered inside, a light snow fell throughout the day, dusting the window panes and
frosting the shoulders and heads of those who ventured outdoors. The views
through the windows were breathtaking, and more than a few attendees took ad-
vantage of the beautiful backdrops and took photographs commemorating the
magic of the season. The young (and youngat-heart) enjoyed periodic jaunts into
the arctic outdoors, playing in the snow and thoroughly enjoying themselves.

Inside, there was much merry-making!
Games were set up downstairs, and
there was a constant flow of people en-
joying chess, sene
fox and geese, and many others. Those |
looking for more active fun loved the -
games of Jomswikinger (the one with
the trunk and blindfolds and whacking
-with -soft-objects) and Hunker Hauser
(the one with rickety platforms and a
rope and balancing). All day, there
could be heard t henamerhieas ?gfd, 00YHey? ,idn Ddvaty
this bag?,06 OYES!, 6 interspersed with gic
a thrown weapons oOrangedé set up outside
(and warmly -dressed) warriors could practice their aim with

plastic knives and axes.

Upstairs, it was a magical wonderland of seasonal finery. Ta-
bles were decorated with garlands, fancy tablecloths, fine china,
golden goblets, and delectable snacks. Lady Margaret, the win-
| ner of the table-decorating contest (as chosen by the children in
8 attendance), even included furry animals in her decora-
tions.The room sparkled with the light of dozens of candles.
Garlands festooned doorways and the stage, and ribbons and
lights adorned nearly every surface. But the hall was not alone in its splendor. The
fine people of Atlantia did not disappoint. Asked to don their finest, most festive
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garb for the day, the populace was a sea of E =
deep reds, greens, golds, and all nature of vi- — —
brant hues, in sumptuous silks, velvets, wools,
and linens. Furs trimmed shoulders and
wreaths and ribbons bedecked heads. Every-
one was | iterally thei
site token was a merry silver jingle bell on a
red satin ribbon. Many gentles participated in
a mini fashion show and festive garb competi-
tion, decided by the cheers of the crowd. Lady
Kunigunde and her lord enraptured all who
saw them in their coordinated outfits of luxuri-
ant black and burgundy.

But the day was more than just a feast for the eyes! Baroness Adina and Lady So-
' phia cooked up a scrumptious dayboard including warm, fortifying
stews, meats, pies (savory and sweet), fruit, cheeses, and bread, warm

traditional holiday cookie bake -off was included in this Yule event,
and the entrants brought their best! It was a close race (with some

brews and libations galore, including warm glégg, spiced cider, sea-
sonal beers, and cordials. Lady Maria won the brewing competition,
and shared several of her delicious offerings with merrymakers. Bar-
oness Aine and Lady Yrsa also brought dozens of gingerbread cookies
for revelers to decorate (to use
as ornaments or just to eat!), an activity
enjoyed by all ages and artistic ability lev-
els!

No description of the merriment of the day
would be complete without

T mention of the music and

. dancing, however! Lord Ran-

L dall graciously hosted a dance

‘ | class, followed by a Yule Ball, to the delight of participants and spec-

tators alike. Dancers, young and old, veteran and novice, kicked up

| their heels and danced the afternoon away. Everyone else, gathered

around the dance floor at their festooned tables, watched and ate

| and drank and chatted and generally enjoyed the atmosphere.

out of t he oven. And f or dessert? Wh

cookies requiring multiple tastings,
Tri stanods Medi eval Fine Cakes won th
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Young milord Oliver, only 7 years old, selected and sang two period seasonal
songs, winning the bard-
ic competition and mak-
ing himself, his family,
and his baronage proud.
The other wee revelers
also got a chance on the
stage, though, in the
form of a dramatic per-
formance of the 12 Days
of Christmas song. The
children sang the song
for the assembled popu-
lace, complete with explanations of what all those crazy presents were all about,
and how they were valued in the Middle Ages. Adorableness abounded, and the
children (and perhaps even some of the adults!) learned something, too!

Baronial Court recognized many well -deserving individuals, and the day ended
with good moods, warm feelings, and full hearts.

The Barony of Ponte Alto is looking
forward to making this festive, merry
spectacle a yearly event. It was just

!‘the thing to get everyone into the hol-

‘ 'iday mood, kick off the season of cel-

2 ebration, and enjoy a cozy, joyful

time with friends. We hope to see you

at next yeards Yul e
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